
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



ic,22] EDUCATIONAL WRITINGS 479 

to scatter the subject-matter of physics over the pages of their texts, linking 
the phenomena of that science with the topics of the others. In summarizing, 
the author concludes that the correlations between physics and chemistry and 
physics and household arts are sufficiently strong to indicate a pairing, and also 
that general science as a whole is not unified, however much unity of plan 
an individual author may embody in his text. 

Part II of the study is concerned with determining the adaptability of 
general science in the last three grammar grades. In order to determine this 
the author devised certain tests which were constructed around twenty-five 
important and characteristic topics selected from each of the five sciences. 
The tests were so arranged that the present knowledge and knowledge after 
reading each selection were ascertained. In all, 9,918 sets of tests were given 
and graded. Some of the conclusions reached are summarized in the following 
quotation : 

Real principles of science .... are not assimilated by children of the fifth 
grade and below; physiology and physiography are appropriate in the sixth grade; 
biology and possibly physics may be successfully taught in the seventh grade; 
while the laws and phenomena of chemistry seem unsuited to any grade [p. 104]. 

The study is valuable for its analysis of general-science texts and of the 
adaptability of these texts to certain grades. It is true that " General Science 
instruction in the grades must be studied and planned from two angles — content 
and method," but it appears that neither the content of textbooks nor the 
fact that a child can assimilate certain knowledge is sufficient to prove what 
should constitute a course in general science. However, the study contains 
information which will be of considerable value to those interested in the 
content of general-science texts and in the material which children of the 
last three grammar grades are capable of assimilating. 

James Vaughn 
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